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SIN AS THE FAILURE TO LOVE 
 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, 

because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot 

go on sinning, because they have been born of 

God. This is how we know who the children of God 

are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone 

who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor 

is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.

           1 John 3:9,10 



THE PROBLEM WITH “LOVE” 

 

“Love one another.”
9x in John’s writings; 2x in Peter’s; 1x in Paul’s. 

 

“John’s moral instruction lacks specificity.  His only rule 
is ‘love one another,’ and that rule is ‘both vague in 
application and narrowly circumscribed, being limited 
solely to those who are firmly within the Johannine 
circle.’”   Wayne Meeks 

Does John present any moral vision for Christian living?  
 

  

 

  



THE PROBLEM WITH LOVE 



Silberhartz “had 
an experience in 
which I felt what 

is defined as 
love, or oneness, 
or God.  It was a 

complete 
fulfillment,…” 

“… our faith and deeds give 
us an experience of love and 
connectedness.  The more 
good we do, the more 
experience we have with 
God, or love.”… My message 
to the community is that “we 
are all made of love, God is 
love, and we are God.” 



THE PROBLEM WITH “LOVE” 

 
“Whoever lives in love  
lives in God, and God in them.”

       1 John 4:16  

God is love ≠ love is God 
 



LOVE BEGINS WITH GOD 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.

                 
        John 3:16 

   

    God is love.     1 John 4:8,16 

 

We love because he first loved us.  
          1 John 4:19  



LOVE IS ALWAYS RELATED TO CHRIST 

“This is how God showed his love among us: 

He sent his one and only Son into the world 

that we might live through him. This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 

sins.”           1 John 4:9, 10 
 



LOVE FOR GOD IS OBEDIENCE 

  

This is how we know that we love the 
children of God: by loving God and carrying 
out his commands. This is love for God: to 
obey his commands.     1 John 5:2, 3 

 

And this is love: that we walk in obedience 
to his commands. As you have heard from 
the beginning, his command is that you 
walk in love.         2 John 1:6 



HOW JESUS DEFINES LOVE 

JOHN 13 

1  …Jesus knew that the 
hour had come … 
Having loved his own 
who were in the world, 
he loved them to the 
end.  

34   “A new command 
I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love 
one another. 



  
 

 
HOW JESUS DEFINES LOVE  
 

“Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal 
life?”  

Luke 10:25-37 



 
 
“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another.             
  
If any one of you has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how 
can the love of God be in you? Dear children, let us 
not love with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth.”     1 John 3:16 – 18 
  
  
 LOVE FOR OTHERS 



 
 

   
How is providing for the needs of 
others a laying down of our lives?  

LOVE FOR OTHERS 
 

 

 



LOVE FOR OTHERS 

Love for others as Scripture defines it is…  
 

 … not a warm, fuzzy feeling toward others but, 
 treating others in accordance with the 10 
 Commandments;  

 
 …  a tangible response to the needs of others. 

 



THE PROBLEM WITH “LOVE” 

 

 

 

Love does not trump truth. 
 

It is not loving to approve of what Scripture defines as 
sin. 

 

You can love people even if you don’t agree with their 
life choices. 

 

 

 



THE EXAMPLES OF GAIUS AND 
DIOTREPHES:  3 JOHN 

GAIUS  

1 To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love 
in the truth.… 

6 They have told the church about 
your love. Please send them on their 
way in a manner that honors God. … 

12 Demetrius is well spoken of by 
everyone—and even by the truth itself. 
We also speak well of him, and you 
know that our testimony is true.  



THE EXAMPLES OF GAIUS AND 
DIOTREPHES:  3 JOHN 

DIOTREPHES 
9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who loves to be first, will not welcome 
us.  

10 …what he is doing, spreading 
malicious nonsense about us. …, he 
even refuses to welcome other 
believers. He also stops those who want 
to do so and puts them out of the 
church. 

11   Dear friend, do not imitate what is 
evil but what is good.  



WALKING IN THE TRUTH: 
AUTHENTIC DISCIPLESHIP 

What is the LORD calling you to do?  

To stop doing?   

How will you use this day as an 

opportunity to walk further in the 

truth? 



OUR QUESTIONS FOR SELF-
REFLECTION 

Am I believing rightly about Jesus Christ? 

Am I dealing rightly with sin? 

Do I love others rightly? 




